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and complete Independence. It was Jawaharlal Nehru,
Netaji Subhas Bose and the younger sections in the Congress
who ultimately swayed the balance in favour of complete
Independence. This was, however, two decades beyond
Romesh Dutt's days. In his life-time the goal was Swaraj or
self-government, and this objective was shared by both the
"Moderates" and the "Extremists."
There was, however, a basic difference in the methods
to be adopted to reach the objective. Romesh Dutt and the
moderate politicians of his school of thought believed that
what was necessary was that strong and enlightened public
opinion should develop in India both for the progressive in-
troduction of self-government in the country, and against the
aodption of ill-considered and unfair administrative and
economic measures. On the background of this public
opinion, if a true image of India, of her needs and require-
ments could be presented to the British public, it would be
difficult, he thought, for British democracy to reject
measures which were manifestly fair. Romesh Dutt did not,
and here was an essential difference between his views and
those of the younger politicians, consider the British connec-
tion with India as fundamentally wrong and undesirable. On
the contrary, he thought that it was to the advantage of India
that Providence had linked his destiny with that of Britain.
There were few in India in his days who were more familiar
with the wrongs and the injustices that British administra-
tion in India had committed. He had expressed himself on
several occasions strongly and even indignantly on these
issues. In his preface to the second volume of his Economic
History he had stated, as has been noted earlier, that the
British voter was as fair-minded as any other voter in the
world, but that he would cease to be a British voter if he
did not mind his own interests. He was thus conscious of

